
Annotated Example 2: Clear plots without extraneous noise.   

From Walker et al., 2018. Driven-dissipative non-equilibrium Bose–Einstein condensation of less than ten photons. 

Nature Physics. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41567-018-0270-1 

 

 

 

 

No unnecessary gridlines – 

data series clearly visible.  

Tick marks outside plotting 

area may help avoid 

obstruction of data. 

Different symbols (circle and 

triangle) and different line 

strokes (solid and dashed) used 

for the two data series; this 

allows for easy differentiation, 

even when printed in black & 

white.  

Simple error bars are included 

without adding too much noise 

to the plot. 

Description of what the error 

bars represent should be 

included, as it is here. 

The plot may be easier to interpret 

if the legend entries were listed 

in the same top-down order as 

the plotted series. An alternative 

is to list each legend entry 

immediately next to its series. 

The figure’s main message 

is stated explicitly. When 

possible, we recommend 

stating the message first, 

before mentioning other 

details.   
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